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Welcome to the World of Storypath 

Please join me in creating a story to learn important social studies 
understandings and Common Core literacy skills… 
 

The collaborative story-making approach requires imagination guided 
by the teacher to engage in important understandings and skills. So 
let’s begin… 
 

On the next slide is a character. (In the actual Storypath, students 
create the visual representation of a character but in your case, I’m 
shortcutting that process.) I’m are asking you to use the visual 
reference of your character to create an employment application for a 
job in a state visitors’ center. Guidelines for this process follows. 

However, before we get to the employment application, we want you to 
have a context for the story. Imagine the following setting for the 
story… 



Characters for the State Tourist Center 



Context for the Story 
This is a present day story… 
 

To create the setting, the teacher brainstorms with the students asking 
such key questions as:  
l What is the purpose of a visitors’ center? 
l What do visitors’ center employees do? 
l Why do people need the services of a visitors’ center? 
l Where might a visitors’ center be located in our state? (Washington State) 
These key questions activate prior knowledge and allow the teacher to assess 
what students understand about the role of a visitors’ center. The discussion 
allows the teacher to begin to build knowledge of the role of a visitors’ center, 
introduce the academic language associated with the unit, and then organize 
the class to create the setting.  
 

In the discussion, the teacher asks students to think about the physical features 
and location of visitors’ centers creating a chart for reference. (The teacher also 
includes information about art skills including perspective, scale, and color.) 
The students collaborate in selecting a suitable site, usually in their own 
community, and then create the visual representation of the visitors’ center. 
 

Using this process, here is what one classroom created… 







Your task…  
 
Imagine you are 
applying to work 
in the visitors’ 
center… 
Complete the 
following 
information for 
your character.  



Be prepared 
for your job 
interview…  
Get into role. 
 
The guidesheet 
scaffolds 
student 
learning. 



Storypath 

Structure:  
Organizes the 
curriculum using 
the story 
components of 
scene, 
characters, and 
plot—the 
problems to be 
solved. 

Instructional 
Delivery: 

 Key Questions   
1) problematize 
knowledge,  
2)  encourage 
substantive 
conversations,  
3) create the lived 
experience, and 
4) practice literacy 
skills in context 

What is Storypath? 
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State Studies:  
The Visitors’ Center Storypath 
Episode 1:  The Visitors’ Center 
Episode 2:  Center Employees 
Episode 3:  The State Tourism Brochure 
Episode 4:  Trouble in the Workplace 
Episode 5:  The Ad Campaign 
Episode 6:  An Unexpected Event 
Episode 7:  Visitors’ Center Celebration 
 



Sequence of Episodes 
Creating 

the setting 

Creating 
the 

characters  

Building 
context 

Solving 
critical 

incidents 

Concluding  
the story  
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Episode 1:  Creating the Setting 
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Purposeful Writing 
Vocabulary acquisition 
and use: 
Acquire and use accurately 
a range of general academic 
and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening… 
 

Text types and purposes: 
Write informative/
explanatory texts to 
examine and convey 
complex ideas and 
information clearly and 
accurately…  

 Word	  Bank	  



Create a name and slogan for the 
visitors’ center 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately…  

– Purposeful writing—writing to inform and explain 
– Understand the genre of slogans 
– Connect with families 



Employees of the Visitors’ Center 
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Text types and purposes: 
 

Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and 
accurately…  
 

Completing Employment Applications 



Presentation of 
Knowledge and Ideas 
 

Present information…and 
supporting evidence such 
that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and 
communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 
 



A word about the value of role-play… 
 
Research has 
demonstrated that role-play 
has been successful in 
helping individuals learn a 
variety of skills including 
communication and active 
listening skills, empathy, 
team building skills, 
problem-solving skills, and 
conceptual understanding. 
 
Source: 
http://
ablconnect.harvard.edu/
role-play-research 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Episode 3: Building Context 
The State Tourism Brochure 

   



 
Students use their portfolio to read, 
write, conduct research, and complete 
other activities crucial to the specific 
Storypath unit.  
 
The portfolio helps students manage 
their work throughout the unit. When 
completed, it becomes an authentic 
assessment tool. 

Student Portfolio 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 
Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism. 



Presenting Information 

Speaking	  and	  Listening	  
Comprehension	  and	  collabora6on:	  
Prepare	  for	  and	  par.cipate	  effec.vely	  in	  a	  
range	  of	  conversa.ons	  and	  collabora.ons	  
with	  diverse	  partners,	  building	  on	  others’	  
ideas	  and	  expressing	  their	  own	  clearly	  and	  
persuasively.	  	  
	  

Presenta6on	  of	  knowledge	  and	  ideas:	  
Present	  informa.on,	  findings,	  and	  
suppor.ng	  evidence	  such	  that	  listeners	  can	  
follow	  the	  line	  of	  reasoning	  and	  the	  
organiza.on,	  development,	  and	  style	  are	  
appropriate	  to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  
audience.	  
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Episode 4: Critical Incidents 
Trouble in the Workplace 
There are personnel 
problems in the 
workplace…  
Employees come 
together to solve the 
problem. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
Prepare for and participate effectively 
in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 



 
Episode 5: Critical Incident 
The Ad Campaign 

Production and 
Distribution of Writing 
Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 

Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 
 

Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to 
interact and collaborate with 
others. 





 
Episode 6: Critical Incident 
An Unexpected Event 

Reading 
Key ideas and details 
Read closely to determine what the 
text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text. 
 

Craft and structure 
Interpret words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and 
analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 

Authentically integrating 
current events… 



Episode 7: Concluding Event 
Visitors’ Center Celebration 
	  

Students plan and participate 
in an activity that brings 
closure to the story. 

 
For The Visitors’ Center… 

 Students learn that they are 
being recognized for their 
service by receiving the 
“state’s annual service 
award.” 

	  



•  Student engagement 
 

•  Memorable and personal 
learning through the lived 
experience 

 

•  Problem solving—C3 
Framework 

 

•  Application of Common Core 
skills in real-world contexts 

 

•  Development of social skills 
 

•  Student efficacy 
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Connec6ng	  Learning	  

Inquiry 
Learning 

(C3 
Framework) 

ê  

Storypat
h 

Common 
Core 

Reading 
Writing 

Speaking 
Listening 

Real-life Applications 
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Other	  Storypaths	  

	  
Social	  Studies	  School	  Services	  

teachstorypath.com	  
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Crea6ng	  the	  Se=ngs:	  Friezes	  

Ancient Egypt Northwest Coast People 

Families and Their Neighborhood Safari to Kenya 



Crea6ng	  the	  	  
Characters	  

Families and Their Neighborhood 

Safari to Kenya 
Photographers 

Northwest Coast People 
 

Ancient Egyptians 



Oregon	  Trail	  
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Critical Incidents 

•  The 
settings 

•  Families 
•  Context 

Building 



Struggle	  for	  Independence	  
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The Setting: A Street in Colonial Boston  

Critical Incidents Will you be a Loyalist or a Patriot? 

The Characters 


